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TWO EARLY SOURCES FOR THE HISTORY
OF THE HOUSE OF SDE-DGE

Leonard W. J. van der Kuijp

Much of the history of the royal house of Sde-dge, which ruled over
what was arguably one of the most prestigious kingdoms in Khams,
now included in Sichuan Province, is still little understood. To be
sure, a great step forward was the publication of the Tibetan text-in-
transliteration of the Sde-dge’i rgyal-rabs, the Royal Annals of Sde-dge, in
Kolmas (1968), which also included a brief study of this work that was
completed in 1828.' Tshe-dbang rdo-rje rig-"dzin (1786-1842), its au-
thor, belonged to the family’s forty-third or forty-fifth generation.
Both the colophon and the considerations of the origins of this family
in Kolmas (1968:81, 3a; 162, 55a-b) inform us that he had made use of
a number of sources. These included the index-volume (dkar-chag) of
the Satasahasrikaprajfiaparamitasitra (‘Bum), and those of the Kanjur
(1733) by Si-tu Pan-chen Chos-kyi ‘byung-gnas (1699-1774) and the
Tanjur (1743-1744) by Zhu-chen Tshul-khrims rin-chen (1697-1774).3
Of course, all three go back to sources that still need to be ascertained.
Worthy of mention is that he does not draw attention to the existence
of family chronicles.

The first thing one observes while perusing the last two is that
while ZHU 324ff. is substantially based on the former, SI 201ff., it
nonetheless contains a number of details that are not found in Si-tu





























































