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preliminary research ‘report on anthropological
explorations of the eastern himalayas

barbara N. Azizl

ARUN VALLEY TRADE®

In my recent tour of East Nepal hills, starting from Solu and
proceeding eastwards to Dharan by way of Okhaldiwnga, Bhojpur,
Chainpur and Hile I noted the regular appearance of certain manu-
factured goods. In the teashops lining the route as well as in
town bazaars, one finds stocks of batteries, biscuits, cigarettes,
.cloth, etc. Children on their way to and from school proudly tote
a bag of copy books. Many are wearing rubber or canvas shoes..
After dark in their homes these same children lean over those
books, earnestly reading their lessons with the aid of a kerosene
fueled brass lamp or a bit of candle. In the kitchens of farms
vhere we stopped to rest, villagers serve us in glass tumblers
and aluminium vessels as well the more polished traditional brass-
ware, And occasionally, after an evening meal, conversation stops
while the national news is tuned through the batteried radio that
only father or eldest son are permitted to touch.

A less apparent part of the economic processes the appearance
and use of these goods imply is the entry into the cash economy.
More than through their purchases villagers participate in the
cash economy by sending their men and women down to the production
centres of Nepal as wage labourers. This is not noticeable in the
villages until one makes inquiries as to the whereabouts of other
household members. Invariably there is at least one uewmber of each
household working for wages in a city or a government centre.

Emigration into the urban or administrative labour markets and
demand for manufactured goods are two features of any growing
economy. In Nepal these are easily identified although the mere
geography of the country and the newness of the centralized commu-
nication system make their quantlflcatlon difficult,

Attempts at quantifying the activity at either end of the
economic process of production and consumption may eventually be
overcome but meanwhile it is necessary to look into other areas
of the economy where research can proceed. There is an extreumely
important stage linking the urban economy with that of the hills.
While seen by everyone as an intricate part of Nepalese culture,
it has thus far not been approached quantitatively anu in economic
‘terms. It is transport.






