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According to Schusky, 1965, there are two major
ways of classifying kinship systems, one which classifies
such systems according to the terms used for addressing -
one's cousins and one which classifies such systems
according to the terms which one uses for one's parents
and their siblingsl. The purpose of this study is to
examine the Newar kinship system from these two points
of view.

A. Classification of Kin Systems by "Cousin" Terminology.

Six major types of kinship system are commonly
distinguished on the basis of cousin terminology:
1. The Eskimo system, 2. The Hawaiian system, 3. The
Iroquois system, 4. The Crow system, 5. The Omaha
system, and 6. The Sudanese system. Figure 1. summarizes
the defining features of each of these six types. From
Figure 2 it can be observed that all cousins are lumped
with siblings. Thus, the term, ddju, is used not only
for one's elder brother but also for any son of either
of one's parent's siblings who is older than ego; kija
is used for one's younger brother, but also for any son
of either of one's parent's siblings who is younger than
ego; tatd is used both for one's older sister and for a
daughter of one's parent's siblings who is older than
ego; and kehe applies to one's younger sister as well
as to a daughter of a parent's sibling who is younger
than ego. It may be fairly concluded that the system
of kinship terms found in Newari is a system of the
Hawaiian type.

B. Classification by Terms for Parents and their Siblings.

According to Schusky there are four basic types
within this type of classificatory scheme: 1. The
lineal system, 2. The generational system, 3. The
bifurcate merging system, and 4. The bifurcate col-
lateral system.






