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Siegfied Lienhard, Nevirigitimaﬁjari, Religious and Secular
Poetry of the Nevars of the Kathmandu Valley; Acta Universitatis
Stockholmiensis, Stockholm Oriental Studies volume 10; Almqvist &
Wiksell International, Stockholm, 1974; 332 pages. Price not
stated.

This book is an important contribution to our knowledge of
Nevar culture. In the West, Nevar art and architecture have been
much admired and are beginning to be studied seriously. Little
attention, however, has been paid to the rich literature of the
Nevars. In Europe, Hans Jgrgensen played a pioneer role in Nevar
literary studies, a role which was much appreciated in Nepal and
was not without influence there. It is good to see that Mr.
Lienhard is continuing the task in such a competent manner.

The inadequate catalogues and the few manuscripts published
so far underline the fact that our knowledge of early Nevar
literature is still scant. Mediaeval Nevar literature in what is,
following Jérgensen, known as the "classical" language, flourished
" from c. 1350 up to about 1850 A.D. when it suffered heavily from
Rapa disapproval. In this "classical" period, the most widely
used alphabet in Buddhist as well as Hindu works was Nepalakhala.
Practically all of this mediaeval literature is founded in works
in Sanskrit. Bhaktagrama (Bhatgaon) specialised in Hindu studies;
Lalitapattana (Patan) in Buddhist texts, whereas at Kantipura
(Kathmandu) Buddhist as well as Hindu works were interpreted.
Faithful translations were executed of religious, medical and
scientific works, and many bi-lingual renderings of metric texts
(Sanskrit and Nevdri) were accomplished. Free paraphrases formed
a separate and important literary genre: the Utkrstas or Uddhrtas
which Mr. L. renders as "adaptations". Other genres which were
popular in this period were the Vagéévalis (chronicles), the
Purdpas and Mahdtmyas, the Epics (Mahabharata and Ramayapa),
popular tales (katha, bakhana), Buddhist sutras and vythas,
Dharmadistra and Silpadastra, didactic poems and stotras.

During the Rana_period, and especially during the office of
Juddha Samser, Nevari was frequently persecuted and between 1940
and 1946 many important authors were sent to prison. In recent
years a certain Nevari literary renaissance has taken place. The
Nepalbhasa-Parisad, in particular, has encouraged many publica-
tions of varying kinds. This modern literature has largely
abandoned many of the traditional forms. Short stories, poems
and essays are now popular. Indian influence, however, has
remained strong. Lyrics tend to be markedly Sanskritized, and
literary Hindi (Khayiboli) influences prose-writers. In writing and
printing this modern Nevari, Devanagari is used. In his Introduc-







